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engineering and science. They develop the
resources of the great Bombay Presidency,
and they hold shares in the most luxurious
houses of Malabar or Cumballa Hill.
Besides the people the Prince also made
himself acquainted with the chief industry of
Bombay and visited the cotton mills. The
old style of cotton manufacture may still be
seen in the Street of the Weavers, where the
native worker crouches before his handloom
in his own tiny shop, weaving hour after
hour at a slow and even pace. But the great
steam-power mills lie in the suburbs, and one
must visit these to understand some of the
aspects of modern India. The tall chimneys
blacken the air just as if they stood beside
their brethren of Manchester, but they cannot
so easily dim the clear sunlight. The best
mills are well managed and well ventilated,
full of modern machinery, and clean and
orderly ; but the hours are long, and there is
more child labour than there ought to be.
We find, then, that the new India can compete
in cotton production with England. The raw
material is at her doors, and her labourers
work for a low wage in a land where the
necessaries of life are very few and simple.
As India begins thus to enter into modern
commercial life her future must needs